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Presentation of the exhibition in Slovenia
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Total number of participants: | 147 From total number of countries: | 6

Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

The exhibition Against Forgetting / Proti pozabi opened in the National Liberation Museum of Maribor
on 5" May 2026. The exhibition presents the results of an international youth project in which young
participants researched 20th-century war crimes, perpetrators, victims, and witnesses, while reflecting
on memory, responsibility, and the prevention of forgetting. In Slovenia, the research phase was
coordinated by the National Youth Council of Slovenia with the support of museum educator Uros
Dokl, museum coordinator Maja Pegan, and student Nika Vrbek.

The opening event in Maribor presented the exhibition to the wider public. The opening was
introduced by museum director Simona Tripkovi¢ and attended by representatives of the Municipality
of Maribor and the German Embassy. Students of Prva gimnazija Maribor were also attending, while
the museum's pedagogues Domen Kodri¢ and Uro$ Dokle played traditional instruments at the
opening event to set the mood for the viewers to discuss the topic.

The opening event was accompanied by related dissemination and educational activities. The
participation of students from Prva upper school Maribor allowed a peer-to-peer dialogue and
discussions on the topic of war crimes. Elder generations took part in the opening as well.

Simona Tripkovi¢, Director of the National Liberation Museum Maribor, emphasized the importance of
preserving historical memory and highlighted the role of young people in understanding the past and
shaping a more responsible future. Her speech situated the exhibition within the broader mission of
museums as spaces of remembrance, learning, dialogue, and civic reflection.

The presence of Ms Davorka Pregl, Deputy Mayor of the Municipality of Maribor, and Louis Mourier,
representative of the German Embassy in Ljubljana underlined the importance of cooperation between
cultural institutions, local communities, international partners, and young people in addressing
complex and sensitive historical topics.

Particular attention was given to the role of women in the Slovenian section of the exhibition. The
discussion highlighted how women were represented in the exhibition narratives, the roles they
assumed, and the ways in which their experiences contributed to a broader historical interpretation of
the themes addressed. The event included a dialogue-based reflective session led by the museum
pedagogue.

81 youth participants from 6 countries took part through further activities, and a special guided tour
was organised for exchange students from Italy, followed by a discussion on war crimes, memory, and
Slovenian ltalian relations, with emphasis on women'’s roles in war crimes and Slovenia's Faces of
Resistance.

During the exhibition period until June 12, 2026, a total of 85 primary school groups (1,631 pupils) and
15 secondary school groups (233 students) visited the exhibition with pedagogical guidance, with age-
appropriate introductions, reflective sessions, and special attention to the role of women in the
exhibition narrative. The accompanying podcast was promoted mostly during secondary school visits,
and general museum tours included the section Against Forgetting, followed by discussions to support
deeper understanding, questions, and emotional reflection.

Special attention was given to gender-inclusive language in the promotional activities as well as in
guided tours.

At the time of the submission of the report, further stations of the exhibition in Slovenia are not yet
clear, as the regime change influences the planning of cultural and educational activities for the rest of
the year.
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