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On April 17, 2026, marking the Memorial Day for the Hungarian Victims of the Holocaust, the Zachor
Foundation for Social Remembrance organized the opening of the exhibition created within the

framework of the project ‘Against Forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe’ at the Erkel Ferenc
High School in Gyula.
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The ceremony featured a rich cultural program, including a moving saxophone performance of Donna
Donna by Gergé Csoékmei and literary recitations of works by prominent Hungarian authors by Erkel
students. Graduating student Doman Nacsa, a project participant, shared firsthand insights from his
participation in the Budapest exchange program in 2025, highlighting the development of the
exhibition, its accompanying podcast, and the broader scope of the initiative. Concluding the event, a
total of 99 students participated in the event.

A series of target-group workshops were conducted after the opening ceremony for several school
classes. During the structured group workshops, students were not passive consumers of information.
After an initial guided viewing of the roll-ups, participants were tasked with a critical-thinking exercise:
formulating three deeply reflective or analytical questions based on the exhibition content. The
student-generated questions were then brought to a group setting where they formed the baseline of
the workshop's debate. Students evaluated the historical narratives collectively, analysing how past
mechanisms of discrimination manifest in the present day. The workshops explicitly integrated an
intergenerational framework where students and teachers shared ideas and debated the varying ways
different generations experience, process, and inherit historical trauma and wartime responsibility.

Following the opening ceremony - which received local media coverage in the Gyulai Hirlap (video
report: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKIY-WfQuOg, pictures: https://www.gyulaihirlap.hu/42495-
a-zachor-alapitvany-volksbund-) - the exhibition roll-ups remained on display at the school for an
additional three weeks. This extended presence allowed for several structured group visits, ultimately
providing hundreds of students and interested community members the opportunity to engage deeply
with the memorial project.

In the following school year, the exhibition and podcast will be integrated into further educative
activities.
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