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[1] - [Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgraberfiirsorge e.V.]
([Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgraberfiirsorge])

Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
— [Against forgetting]

[14]

[Exhibition opening in France]

[exhibition opening]

[in-situ]

Centre de rencontre international Albert Schweitzer, 17 Rue du
Cimetiére Militaire, 67110 Niederbronn-les-Bains, France

April 24, 2026

www.against-forgetting.eu

Throughout the Against forgetting youth exchanges in 2025, a wandering exhibition and a podcast had
been created by young participants from 14 European countries, focusing the remembrance of war
crimes and highlighting the connections between remembrance culture and European identity. On
April 24, 2026, the exhibition and podcast were opened successfully at the International youth
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education center Albert Schweitzer Niederbronn-les-Bains in France, with 69 visitors present from the
age of 13 to 83, and reaching visitors of all genders.

The event was designed and put into practice by seven project participants from France and
Germany. They introduced the project, its objectives, the funding and the chapters of the exhibition
and podcast to the audience and stepped into dialogue with the visitors.

Afterwards, a French-German student exchange group that was present at the exhibition opening
enriched the programme with an artistic presentation. They had spent the week at the youth education
center and had worked on the topic of remembrance of war crimes and Holocaust in the days before
the opening event. In artistic workshops, they were offered the opportunity to create individual and
group artworks in the form of paperwork, stone carving, movie making and slam/sung poetry.

At the exhibition opening, they showed paper “images of reconciliation”, a stone installation, a stop
motion-movie on the need of reconciliation and performed or sang poetry developed by them.

Afterwards, all visitors were invited to see the exhibition and to listen to the podcast. The project
participants offered guidance and stood at the roll-ups of their respective project to step into dialogue
with the visitors on their work on the exhibition and podcast and on the results.

The opening event successfully raised awareness among the visitors over the importance of the
remembrance of past war crimes and the equal representation of different groups of victims, as one
element to promote historical transparency and to fight against further discrimination and conflict. As
well, the connection between remembrance of past human rights violations for the European identity
was highlighted. The participants and students gave a living example for the benefits of intercultural
encounter, cooperation and respect for diversity, as one form of prevention of future conflicts.

After the opening event, the exhibition was accessible for visitors and school groups attending the
youth education center until 3™ July 2026. It will be shown in September and October in other places
in France both in public and business contexts as to reinforce its outreach.

Additional educative activities took place to allow the young target group a deeper exploration of the
topic. In the days before the exhibition opening, the French-German student group attended
workshops on biographies of the war dead buried in Niederbronn-les-Bains at the German war grave
cemetery and on the contents of the exhibition and podcast. In four artistic workshops (see above)
they processed their insights in a creative way, using both cooperative and individual approaches and
giving a lively resound of what they had learned on the consequences of war and war crimes and the
need for reconciliation.

The school groups that attended the education center in the period until July 3™ integrated the visit of
the exhibition and podcast in their programmes.

The implementation of the exhibition opening event successfully integrated young participants of the
target group of the project and reached visitors of elder generations. It reinforced dialogue among
generations and empowered young people to engage as European citizens.
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