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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

(To be filled in and uploaded as deliverable in the Portal Grant Management System, at the due date foreseen in the system. 

 Please provide one sheet per event (one event = one workpackage = one lump sum).) 

PROJECT 

Participant: [1] - [Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge e.V.] 
([Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge]) 

PIC number:  948092648 

Project name and acronym:  
Against forgetting – For Peace and Solidarity in Europe 
— [Against forgetting] 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number: [8] 

Event name: [Exhibition opening in Ysselsteyn] 

Type: [exhibition opening]  

In situ/online: [in-situ] 

Location: 
The Netherlands, 5813 Ysselsteyn, Visitors’ Centre of the German 
War Grave Cemetery, Timmermannsweg 75 

Date(s): March 21st, 2026 

Website(s) (if any): www.against-forgetting.eu 

Participants 

Female: 43 

Male: 51 

Non-binary: 7 

From country 1 [Germany]: 87 

From country 2 [The 
Netherlands]: 

13 

From country 3 [Poland]: 1 

…  

Total number of participants: 101 From total number of countries: 3 

Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

A wandering exhibition and a podcast had been created by young participants from 14 European 
countries throughout the Against forgetting youth exchanges in 2025. It focused the remembrance of 
war crimes and highlighted the connections between remembrance culture and European identity.  
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The English version of the exhibition was opened by Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge during 
an exhibition opening event at the visitors’ centre of the German War Grave Cemetery in Ysselsteyn, 
the Netherlands, on March 21st, 2026, starting at 3 pm. The programme of the opening event was 
designed and put into practice by 13 project participants from the Netherlands, Germany and Poland. 
The event welcomed 101 visitors in total, reaching all genders and people from three countries. Most 
of the attending audience were students from Germany, while Dutch visitors from the local area and 
elder generations also joined the event. 

The programme of the opening started with welcome addresses by the host organisation and the 
project coordinator, introducing the project participants. They started with an activation of the visitors 
using mentimeter, followed by a project presentation and a guided discussion by the project 
participants. In addition, a volunteer of the youth education center Ysselsteyn presented an 
actionbound developed by him for the digital exploration of the exhibition. 

After the introduction, the visitors were invited to see the exhibition and to listen to the podcast, guided 
by the project participants who stood next to the exhibition roll-ups of “their” project to step into 
dialogue with the visitors and to share more information. 

As additional activity, visitors were offered to join a guided tour on the war grave cemetery afterwards. 

One school group had attended an additional learning activity in the morning before the opening 
event, where they dealt with biographies of persons buried in the war grave cemetery, ranging from 
civil victims over child soldiers, adult soldiers and war criminals. This activity allowed to gain a broad 
impression of consequences of totalitarianism, dehumanization, war and human rights violations, while 
at the same time it reinforced the understanding on why it is important to keep on remembering past 
atrocities and war crimes. 

After the opening event and the guided tours, the project participants were asked for a first evaluation 
of the exhibition and podcast, and developed in a brainstorming activity first ideas for additional 
learning activities for youth groups and school classes. These ideas were considered in the 
development of group working activities that allow a deeper exploration of the exhibition and podcast. 

The exhibition opening event pointed out successfully the importance of remembrance of past war 
crimes and the Holocaust, especially to detect similar developments in the present and to initiate 
reflection on how to keep peace and international dialogue and how to fight prejudices and 
propaganda. At the same time, it was an event that showed clearly the competencies of young 
Europeans to take a stand for European values, respect towards diversity and to engage actively in 
society. The project participants were successfully empowered in their engagement as peer guides 
and experts, and were role models for the students attending the event. 

After the exhibition opening event, the exhibition remained displayed for individual visitors and groups 
of the Ysselsteyn visitors’ centre untiol May 8, 2026, in order to reach more people and to highlight the 
results of the engagement of young Europeans during the Against forgetting youth exchanges.  

It will again be shown in the Ysselsteyn visitors’ centre during the Closing Forum. Afterwards it will be 
shown at an international youth exchange organised by Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge in 
Berlin in August 2026. In October 2026 it will be displayed at the European Youth Education Center 
Magdeburg to several international youth groups as to ensure an ongoing outreach of the project. 

 

 

HISTORY OF CHANGES 

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE 

1.0 01.04.2022 Initial version (new MFF). 

   

   

 


