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[1] - [Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgraberfiirsorge e.V.]
([Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgraberfiirsorge])

Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
— [Against forgetting]

(9]

[Exhibition opening in Berlin]

[exhibition opening]

[in-situ]

[Germany], [Berlin] Wolfgang-Amadeus-Mozart-Schule, Cottbusser
Str. 23, 12627 Berlin

May 20. 2026

www.against-forgetting.eu

Following the creation of a wandering exhibition and a podcast by young participants from 14
European countries throughout the youth exchanges in 2025 about the remembrance of war crimes
and the connections between remembrance culture and European identity, the physical German
version of the exhibition was opened by Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgréaberfiirsorge during an
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exhibition opening event at a middle school in Berlin, Wolfgang-Amadeus-Mozart School, with 92
participants from 9™ and 10" grade aged 15 and 16 years, on May 20, 2026 throughout two school
hours. Following the opening event, the exhibition was shown at the school for the five following
weeks for a deeper exploration by the classes.

The target group of the opening event consisted of students with diverse backgrounds from a mediate
educational level. Many students came from families with a migration or a multicultural background,
and many of them face obstacles to participate in extracurricular activities and international mobility.

Considering this background, the programme of the exhibition opening event aimed to introduce the
topic of remembrance of war crimes and its relevance at a low level. To ensure an interactive
character of the event and to involve the students, a guided discussion and a visit in pairs had been
developed based on ideas and feedback from the project participants.

From the beginning, the attending students were integrated actively. After a short introduction, they
were invited to discuss questions on the topic among each other to activate what they already know
and to connect it perhaps with the history of their family. The students were explained the youth
participation and peer learning character of the project, its funding and aims.

The introduction was followed by a visit in pairs to allow the students a first insight with a clear
objective. It was tried not to overwhelm them with the demand to read the whole exhibition at once, as
there was not enough time during the opening event itself. Short tasks were handed out that guided
the students’ attention to a certain chapter. They were asked to discuss a certain question after the
lecture, to take a stand towards a quotation, to listen to the podcast episode or to connect historic
circumstances with the present they face.

The students were announced that they would dedicate more time to the exploration of the exhibition
and podcast with their classes throughout the following weeks. The school was provided with an
educative module that had also been developed in cooperation with the project participants and that
allows deeper exploration of the exhibition, while it includes a peer-learning effect by making
participants experts that discuss with each other.

The opening event successfully increased the students’ sensitivity towards the topics war crimes and
their remembrance and connected topics they had learned about in school with real life questions. The
fact that the exhibition and podcast are multiperspective and contain examples from different countries
and times allowed participants a broader impression and equalized the concentration on the history of
National Socialism in German education and remembrance culture. Students were involved actively in
the event from the beginning, ensuring their openness to the topic and putting them out of the role of
“only” recipients. It was highlighted to them that events in history have a long-lasting impact on
societies, and that Europe as they know it today has a history strongly connected with the two World
Wars. Some key figures were highlighted to grow sensitivity about underrepresented groups in history
and remembrance, e. g. the Slovenian resistant Slava Klavora, the female relatives of victims of the
Srebrenica genocide, or representants of the Ukrainian minority in Poland.

In addition to the opening event, several measures were taken and are going to take place to increase
the outreach of the Against forgetting exhibition and podcast. The project, the exhibition and the
podcast were presented to participants from 15 countries of the HistoDay conference that was hosted
by the EVZ-foundation in Berlin from May 8-9. In the weekend after the opening, the digital version of
the exhibition and podcast were presented and discussed during the youth network and youth leaders
meeting of Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgraberfiirsorge in Darmstadt, both with their concept, content
and a project presentation, as also as an example for youth participation in projects.

One class of the W.A.-Mozart-School integrated the exhibition into their preparation of an educational
visit to France to memorials of WWs | and I, while another class attended two project days on
remembrance of war crimes and human rights violations with the Berlin section of Volksbund
Deutsche Kriegsgraberfirsorge e.V., thus extending what they had learned through the exhibition on
local examples and memorials.

After the exhibition period at Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart-Schule, the exhibition was shown at an upper
school with a professional profile (OSZKIM, Berlin) and the educative module was put into practice on
two project days at school on the 6™ and 7 July. In September and November 2026, the exhibition
will be shown at other places, at an upper school in Euskirchen and at the town hall of Syke. Two
students of the presenting upper school in Euskirchen will take part in the Closing Forum in Ysselsteyn
to strengthen their peer guide abilities. Before, they will connect with the project participants in another
international youth project on the remembrance of war crime victims in Germany.

The project participants were involved continuously in the development of additive educational
methods, as the visit in pairs and the educative module. Both of them will be published on the project
website to allow a deeper examination for youth groups and school classes.
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