Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

Reporting Workpackage 11: Exhibition opening in Slovenia

Responsible organisation: MNOM - Muzej nadorne osvoboditve Maribor/National liberation
museum Maribor

Title of Work Package: 11

Place of event: National Liberation Museum, Maribor, Slovenia

Date (from-to0): 5.5.2026 - 12.6.2026

Overview of the Work Package Objectives

The contributions from the youth encounters, where participants worked on war crimes of the 20th
century, perpetrators, biographies of victims and witnesses, were to be designed and presented by a
professional editor in the form of a multilingual travelling exhibition. The exhibition was to be
presented to a wider audience and reach 80-100 young people mostly from Slovenia at an opening
event in Slovenia accompanied by related activities, such as discussions and workshops. The
exhibition was to stimulate further engagement of young people with the topic in workshops and
lectures also by promoting the podcast produced during the project and other specific activities.

A peer-to-peer approach was to be used in the presentation of the exhibition and in the workshops,
thereby deepening the personal engagement of the participants of the encounter and reaching more
young people. Via Websites and social media, the exhibition and podcast were to be made
accessible in digital form to a wider public.

Implementation

The exhibition presents the results of an international youth project in which young participants from
different countries explored sensitive and complex topics related to 20th-century war crimes,
perpetrators, biographies of victims, witnesses, memory, responsibility, and the importance of
preventing historical oblivion.The exhibition had been developed in several stages: After the research
phase, the collected materials and young people’s contributions were reviewed, edited, and
prepared for public presentation. Special attention was given to the accuracy of historical data, the
pedagogical value of the content, and the accessibility of the exhibition for different audiences.

The panels were printed on fabric, using durable material suitable for repeated installation and
transport. The exhibition was mounted in the form of hanging banners, which enables simple
installation and makes it suitable for future presentations at additional exhibition venues.

The exhibition content was prepared in both Slovenian and English, ensuring accessibility for
Slovenian visitors as well as international audiences, including exchange students, tourists, and
visitors in other museums. This bilingual format also supports the exhibition’s potential for travelling
to other locations.

Partners: Sponsor:

RAAN Co-funded by
ZACHOR | [gumncas - ... 7:’_%’ B the European Union

of Eastern Europe
Wroctaw

Ja |
W

E (g i
o oL




Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

The opening event of the exhibition Against Forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe was
organized by the National Liberation Museum Maribor and took place in Maribor on 5" May, 2026.
In particular, the event aimed to present the exhibition to a broader audience in Slovenia, including
Erasmus students of the local university, and to foster youth engagement through peer-to-peer and
intergenerational approaches in the accompanying activities, including workshops, lectures, and
discussions, in order to maximize personal involvement. The exhibition included a main opening
event, followed by guided tours. Its digital component, particularly the podcast, was emphasized as
an additional means of ensuring the achievement of the project’s objectives.

Activities Delivered
A series of activities was implemented within the framework of the exhibition, combining
dissemination, educational engagement, guided interpretation, and public outreach.

Pre-opening Activities

Prior to the official opening, several dissemination activities were carried out. These included
meetings with the headmaster of Prva gimnazija Maribor and with the Programme Council of the
Department of History at the Faculty of Arts, University of Maribor, chaired by Prof. Dr. Andrej Rahten.
The purpose of these meetings was to present the exhibition to faculty members, history students,
and Erasmus exchange student groups, as well as to encourage their participation in the
accompanying educational programme. Also, a meeting with the Deputy Mayor of Maribor, Davorka
Pregelj, was held to ensure the municipality’s full support of the project.

Opening Event, Maribor, 5 May 2026

The opening event in Maribor presented the exhibition to the wider public and was accompanied by
related dissemination and educational activities. The participation of students from Prva upper
school Maribor provided an opportunity for peer-to-peer dialogue and discussion on the topic of war
crimes. Elder generations were reached as well.

The opening event was formally introduced by Simona Tripkovi€, Director of the National Liberation
Museum Maribor. In her address, she emphasized the importance of preserving historical memory
and highlighted the role of young people in understanding the past and shaping a more responsible
future. Her speech situated the exhibition within the broader mission of museums as spaces of
remembrance, learning, dialogue, and civic reflection.

The event was also attended by Ms Davorka Pregl, Deputy Mayor of the Municipality of Maribor, and
Louis Mourier, representative of the German Embassy in Ljubljana. Their presence underlined the
importance of cooperation between cultural institutions, local communities, international partners,
and young people in addressing complex and sensitive historical topics.
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The opening was further enriched by a musical performance by Uro$ Dokl and Domen Kodri¢, who
performed on old Slovenian musical instruments. Their contribution created a distinctive cultural
and emotional atmosphere, connecting visitors with heritage, memory, and the historical narratives
presented in the exhibition.

Particular attention was given to the role of women in the Slovenian section of the exhibition. The
discussion highlighted how women were represented in the exhibition narratives, the roles they
assumed, and the ways in which their experiences contributed to a broader historical interpretation
of the themes addressed. The eventincluded a dialogue-based reflective session led by the museum
pedagogue.

Exhibition Attendance and Educational Engagement in May 2026

The overall viewing statistics for the exhibition in May are divided into two categories: visits with
pedagogical guidance and visits without pedagogical guidance.

a. Visits with Pedagogical Guidance

e A total of 85 primary school groups, comprising 1,631 pupils, visited the exhibition with
pedagogical guidance. Particular care was taken when introducing the topic of war crimes to
primary school pupils in order to ensure an age-appropriate approach and to maintain a
sense of safety. Reflective sessions were conducted after the guided tours to support the
pupils’ understanding of the subject matter and to provide space for questions, discussion,
and emotional processing.

e |naddition, 15 secondary school groups, comprising 233 students, visited the exhibition with
pedagogical guidance. During these visits, the accompanying podcast was actively promoted
in order to provide students with a multi-perspective interpretation of the exhibition, to hear
their peers’ experiences that took part in the exchanges, and to enhance the overall quality of
their learning experience. These tours included a dedicated stop at the museum section
Against Forgetting, followed by a reflective session. Particular attention was again devoted to
the role of women within the project, highlighting their experiences, contributions, and
representation in the exhibition narrative.

e Aspecial guided tour of the exhibition was organised for exchange students from ltaly, hosted
by Maribor’s Institute for New Age Education. The tour was followed by a reflective discussion
with the museum pedagogue, focusing on the current situation in Italy and on bilateral
relations between Italy and Slovenia in relation to the memory, interpretation, and public
understanding of war crimes. During the discussion, the roles of women were specifically
underlined, particularly in the section Faces of Resistance, where women occupy a central
position in the exhibition’s storytelling and interpretation.

Partners: Sponsor:

RAAN Co-funded by
ZACHOR | [gmnaas - . \";_%’ B the European Union

of Eastern Europe
Wroctaw

i
VOLKSBUND

VA N
N

e —
NARODNE
(s



Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

b. Visits without Pedagogical Guidance

In addition to guided visits, 909 museum visitors viewed the exhibition independently and at their own
pace. This form of engagement enabled individual visitors to encounter the exhibition content in a
self-directed manner, allowing for personal reflection on the historical themes and narratives
presented.

Outcomes and Achievements

The exhibition was conceived not only as a presentation of historical content, but also as a youth-
driven output and as apedagogical and interpretative tool. By foregrounding personal stories, the
biographies of victims and witnesses, and the wider historical context of war crimes, the exhibition
enabled visitors to engage with difficult and sensitive historical topics in an accessible, meaningful,
and ethically responsible way.

Particular emphasis was placed on women'’s roles and experiences within the exhibition narratives.
Their actions, choices, and suffering were presented as an important lens through which visitors
could reflect on questions of humanity, moral responsibility, resistance, and survival in times of
violence. This approach contributed to a more nuanced understanding of war crimes and their
consequences, while also highlighting the often-underrepresented experiences of women in
historical interpretation.

A significant outcome of the exhibition was the strong sense of empathy developed by young visitors
towards the main figures presented in the narratives. This emotional engagement was evident in the
immediate dialogue and reflective discussions that followed the guided tours. Visitors responded not
only to the historical facts, but also to the human dimensions of the stories, demonstrating an ability
to connect individual experiences with broader historical processes.

The implementation of the work package also succeeded in establishing dialogue between young
people, educators, museum professionals, local communities, and older generations. In this
respect, the exhibition functioned as a bridge between generations, creating a shared space for
remembrance, learning, and discussion. This approach helped to move the topic beyond a traditional
historical presentation and towards a model of active civic learning, in which historical knowledge is
connected with contemporary questions of responsibility, tolerance, and human dignity.

Over the course of the exhibition's life, it was viewed and interacted with 1864 children and youths
and over 900 adults, leaving a notable trace on their perception of war crimes.

Impact

Since the exhibition was based on the work, perspectives, and interpretations of young participants,
it enabled other young people to relate more directly to the content. The accompanying activities
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encouraged young visitors to think critically about the past, to recognize the consequences of hatred,
violence, and exclusion, and to understand the importance of personal and collective responsibility
in contemporary society.

The podcasts played a particularly important role in strengthening this connection. By allowing young
visitors to encounter the voices and perspectives of their peers, the podcasts supported the
reflective sessions and helped participants articulate their own thoughts, questions, and emotional
responses. This format contributed to a more inclusive and dialogical learning environment, in which
young people were encouraged to engage actively with the exhibition content rather than remaining
passive observers.

The project had a notable emotional and educational impact on young participants, especially in
relation to the representation of women. Many young visitors were deeply moved by the legacy of the
women presented in the exhibition and by the ways in which the deaths of victims affected their
children, families, and communities. A particularly strong sense of empathy was established towards
women who, despite extreme danger and violence, continued to uphold humanitarian values,
recognize the humanity of others, and act according to principles of solidarity, compassion, and
moral courage.

Through these narratives, young visitors were able to connect historical experiences with
contemporary values. They reflected on the courage required to remain humane in inhumane
circumstances and were encouraged to imagine themselves in similar moral situations. This process
strengthened both their emotional engagement and their understanding of the relevance of history
for the present. As a result, the exhibition contributed not only to historical awareness, but also to
the development of empathy, ethical reflection, and civic responsibility among young audiences.

Further Outreach

At the time of the submission of the report, further stations of the exhibition in Slovenia are not clear,
as theregime change in Slovenia influences the planning of cultural and educational activities for the
rest of the year.
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Pictures - Copyright: M. Pigac

The audience at the exhibition opening on 5" May, 2026.
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Young visitors at the exhibition at National Museum of Liberation Maribor.

See the complete report and photo documentation of the exhibition opening event:
Otvoritev razstave o spominu, odgovornosti in pogledu mladih na preteklost - MNOM
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https://mnom.si/otvoritev-razstave-o-spominu-odgovornosti-in-pogledu-mladih-na-preteklost/

