Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

Reporting work package 13: Exhibition opening in Bosnia-Herzegovina

Responsible organisation: Obrazovanje gradi Bosnu i Hercegovinu - Jovan Divjak

Title of Work Package: Presentation of the exhibition in Bosnia-Herzegovina

Place of event: Sarajevo, Sanski Most, Zavidovi¢i, and Zenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Date (from-to): March 31 -June 27, 2026

Overview of the Work Package Objectives

The primary objective of the work package was to transform the contributions from youth encounters
into a travelling exhibition. Specifically, it aimed to present this exhibition to a wider audience in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and to stimulate youth engagement utilizing peer-to-peer and
intergenerational approaches during accompanying activities (workshops, lectures, and discussions)
to maximize personal engagement. The exhibition featured a main opening event, with subsequent
regional events designed to extend its reach to other strategic locations across Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Via Websites and other channels, the exhibition was made accessible in digital form to
a wider public.

Implementation

After the finalisation, the Against forgetting exhibition and podcast had been published online on the
project website www.against-forgetting.eu. The implementation of this work package by Obrazovanje
gradi Bosnu i Hercegovinu — Jovan Divjak combined wide-reaching public events with decentralized
grassroots education activities. Following an intensive preparatory literary workshop in March 2026,
the exhibition officially launched in Sarajevo from March 26, 2026. To fulfil the goal of expanding
access beyond the capital, a travelling format was executed. The exhibition moved from the high-
profile Sarajevo City Hall to the local Memorial Centre Novo Sarajevo, followed by regional
deployments to cultural and peacebuilding hubs in Sanski Most, Zavidoviéi, and Zenica. This model
successfully integrated international partners from Germany and Slovenia alongside local
participants from the youth exchanges.

Activities Delivered

The work package successfully delivered a diverse series of interconnected activities:

o Pre-Opening and preparatory Literary Workshops (26.03. — 27.03.2026): Four workshops were
held across three Sarajevo high schools and City Hall. Facilitated by the UK charity Never Such
Innocence, 64 youth discussed the results of the exhibition and wrote commemorative poetry
about the Siege of Sarajevo.

e Main Opening Event (31.03.2026): Held at Sarajevo City Hall as part of the official program
commemorating the Siege of Sarajevo. It included institutional speeches (Mayor of Sarajevo, Mr.
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Samir Avdic¢), live music from the Sarajevo Music High School, readings of the poetry by young
participants from the above-mentioned workshops, and an a cappella performance by the
Female Vocal Ensemble Corona.

To bring the intergenerational exchange to life and to actively involve the project participants, the
event emphasized interactive engagement between the audience and the projects. Visitors were
invited to explore the physical exhibition and to listen to accompanying podcasts via tablets and
earphones placed at each thematic section. To support dialogue and peer-guiding, youth
participants from the exchanges stood alongside the specific sections they had created. They
actively engaged with the crowd, answering questions, sharing personal insights, and providing
firsthand context about what they had learned during the youth exchange projects.

o Decentralized Openings of the Exhibition & School Workshops (01.04. -10.04.2026): A 10-day
public run at the Memorial Centre Novo Sarajevo, including 4 educational workshops for local
schools reached 111 students.

e Theatrical & Dialogue Sessions (20.04. & 20.05.2026): Multi-media events featuring
performances of the play “Looking for Esmir” (addressing the Srebrenica Genocide) at the Novo
Sarajevo Youth Centre and the Centre for Culture in Zavidovi¢i were followed by interactive
discussions with the director and presentation of the exhibition. Present were also participants of
the exchanges from Bosnia and Herzegovina.

e Peacebuilding Exhibition & Guided Tour (16.05.2026): A specialized peer-led presentation by
project participants was hosted at the Center for Peacebuilding in Sanski Most.

e International Exchange Presentation (27.06.2026): Final exhibition showcase and interactive
workshop targeted at an international youth exchange in Zenica. The exhibition was presented,
and a workshop was held for participants of the international Erasmus+ youth exchange project,
"Spaces for New Generations". The project participants explored how museums, memorial
centers, and heritage organizations can become more relevant, inclusive, and meaningful for
younger generations. The event featured an inspiring discussion with Against Forgetting
participants from Bosnia and Herzegovina, providing a platform for youth to share firsthand
experiences and insights from the two projects.

Outcomes and Achievements

Participants engaged deeply with highly sensitive historical narratives, transitioning from passive
learners to active creators. By framing the Siege of Sarajevo and the Srebrenica Genocide through
artistic mediums—specifically poetry and theatre—the project provided a safe yet profound
emotional space for youth to process historical trauma. The group dynamics fostered intense
solidarity with the victims and their relatives especially during the theatrical discussions where
exchange participants openly analyzed structural violence and remembrance culture alongside local
audiences. They were moved by the experiences of the victims and their families and came to
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understand the arduous search and investigation work undertaken by the mothers, sisters and other
relatives in the aftermath of the events in Srebrenica.

Youth-Driven Outputs

¢ Commemorative Poetry: High school students produced localized poems honoring victims
of the Siege, four of which were selected for high-profile public reading. The results are
published online: https://ogbh.com.ba/en/u-sarajevskoj-vijecnici-otvorena-izlozba-against-
forgetting/

e Peer-Led Curation: Youth exchange participants who created the exhibition content
personally stepped into the role of docents, guiding visitors through the display.

¢ Podcast Integration: Youth actively drove engagement with the project's digital outputs by
demonstrating and promoting the multimedia podcasts on-site.

o Peer-to-Peer Dialogue Exchange: Youth from the "Against Forgetting" project co-delivered a
workshop and led an inspiring discussion with international youth exchange from the
Erasmus+ project "Spaces for New Generations" in Zenica.

Impact
The work package achieved structural, institutional, and digital resonance that far exceeded initial
targets:

e While target metrics aimed to reach 80-100 young people, the work package successfully
engaged a grand total of 532 in-situ participants across 16 countries.

e The presence of the Vice President of the Federation of BiH, the Minister of Justice of Canton
Sarajevo, the Mayor of Sarajevo, representatives of multiple embassies, and members of the
UK Parliament anchored the youth-led project directly into high-profile political and
diplomatic dialogue.

e long-term sustainability is secured through institutional handovers: the Center for
Peacebuilding in Sanski Most formally requested to host the exhibition as a recurring
centerpiece for their annual International Peace Week in September 2026, and the exhibition
will be handed over to the Sarajevo Memorials fund for continuous educational deployment,
guaranteeing a lasting local legacy.

e By integrating with the "Spaces for New Generations" project in Zenica, the project's
methodologies have been embedded into a broader European network exploring how
museums and heritage organizations can remain inclusive for younger generations.

e The exhibition openings and the accompanying interactive activities were evaluated using the
EU survey

e The exhibition and the podcast keep on being accessible online via the website www.against-
forgetting.eu far beyond the project period.
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Pictures

Literary workshops, 26.03.2026,
Sarajevo City Hall, Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Literary workshops, 27.03.2026, I
Gimnazija, Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Exhibition opening, 31.03.2026,
Sarajevo City Hall, Bosnia and
Herzegovina
Exhibition opening, 31.03.2026,
Sarajevo City Hall, Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Exhibition and Workshop, 07.04.2026,
Memorial Centre Novo Sarajevo,

Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Play “Looking for Esmir” and
Discussion, 20.04.2026, Memorial

Centre Novo Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Play “Looking for Esmir” and
Discussion, 20.04.2026, Memorial
Centre Novo Sarajevo, Bosnia and

Herzegovina

Exhibition and Workshop, 16.05.2026,
Centre for Peacebuilding, Sanski

Most, Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Play “Looking for Esmir” and
Discussion, 20.05.2026, Centre for

Culture. Zavidoviéi, Bosnia and

Herzegovina

Exhibition and Workshop, 27.06.2026,
Bosnian National Theatre, Zenica,

Bosnia and Herzegovina
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