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Reporting WP 8: Presentation of the exhibition in Ysselsteyn, The Netherlands 

 

Responsible organisation: Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge e. V. 

Title of Work Package: Presentation of the exhibition in Ysselsteyn, the Netherlands 

Place of event: Visitors centre of the German War Grave Cemetery Ysselsteyn, 

Timmermannsweg 75, AM-5813 Ysselsteyn 

Date (from-to): March 21, 2026 until May 8, 2026 

 

 

Overview of the Work Package Objectives 

The contributions from the youth encounters of the Against forgetting project that took place in 2025 

were designed and produced by a professional editor in the form of a multilingual travelling exhibition 

and published in seven languages. The exhibition opening in Ysselsteyn, the Netherlands, was 

planned to be the first opening of all within the project. Around 80 to 100 visitors, mainly from the 

Netherlands and Germany, were to be addressed by the exhibition opening event, to engage with and 

discuss the results of the youth encounters. The participants of Youth Exchanges were to be invited 

to take over or accompany the presentation. The exhibition should be accessible to visitors for a 

longer period after the opening and then to be shown at other locations. In addition to the exhibition 

opening event, activities related to the topic of the exhibition, such as lectures followed by guided 

discussions and workshops for young visitors were to be realised and the results of the workshops 

and discussions were to be integrated in the dissemination process. 

 

 

Implementation 

In cooperation with all project partners, the results of the youth exchanges by the young participants 

for the exhibition and podcast had been collected and edited by a professional editor and sound 

designer under guidance of the project coordinator. The exhibition was published in all language 

versions in March 2026 on the project website www.against-forgetting.eu, alongside with the 

podcast. Each of the partners was responsible for finalizing the printed version of the exhibition for 

his country in the respective language version. 

 

As planned, the first exhibition opening in situ took place in Ysselsteyn, the Netherlands, on March 

21st, 2026. The event was organized by Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge e. V. It was held at 

the visitors’ centre of the German War Grave cemetery in Ysselsteyn, a place strongly related to the 

topic. The event welcomed students from two German schools from 8th, 9th and 10th grade and local 

visitors from the Netherlands of several generations, as well as 13 project participants from Germany, 

the Netherlands and Poland. The opening event was attended by a member of the municipal council 
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of the Venray municipality. In total, 101 persons attended the opening event. The event was held in 

English. 

 

Activities delivered 

The programme of the exhibition opening had been developed and put into practice by the 13 project 

participants from the Netherlands, Poland and Germany. They had been invited to Ysselsteyn by 

Volksbund and their travel and stay had been organized by the project coordinator.  

After welcoming addresses by the director of the hosting youth education and visitors’ center 

Ysselsteyn Sjoerd Ewals and by the project coordinator Angelika Müller, the project participants 

introduced the Against forgetting project to the audience with an activation, a short presentation and 

insights on their experiences, and a guided discussion. In the end, visitors could see the exhibition 

and listen to the podcast, with opportunity for dialogue with the project participants. 

 

After the greeting, the project participants invited visitors to a short mentimeter session to introduce 

the topic of war crimes and remembrance. This digital start of the session asked the participants of 

the opening event to share their opinions, e.g. why it is important to remember war crimes, where they 

meet the topic in daily life, and what are reasons for the commitment of war crimes. On a big screen, 

the visitors could immediately see the results visualized in columns or wordclouds, what gave an 

immediate response and reflected the whole audience. 

The project participants had prepared a presentation with basic information on the project objectives, 

its funding and the events implemented. They introduced the di<erent topics of the exhibition and 

podcast and gave visitors an insight of the creative processes throughout the youth exchanges. 

Beyond declaring the facts, they explained their personal motivations why they took part in the project 

and what they experienced. They emphasized the gains of intercultural encounter, cooperation 

beyond borders and dealing with di<erent perspectives in the creative process, thus motivating all 

the students present to take part in activities alike. 

 

At the exhibition opening, the first reactions to the project results could already be presented to the 

audience: A volunteer of the youth education center in Ysselsteyn presented a digital actionbound 

rallye created by him that allows visitors of the exhibition in Ysselsteyn a deeper and gameable 

exploration of the topic, and that included the site of the German war grave cemetery in the 

exploration. He presented also an additional exhibition chapter that had been added by the youth 

education center in order to link the exhibition to the location, to display atrocities committed by the 

National Socialists in the Netherlands and to pay attention to the transformation that the German 

War Grave Cemetery in Ysselsteyn has seen as place of remembrance culture with the installation of 

the “Gates of Remembrance”. 
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In a subsequent guided discussion, the di<erent groups present – multipliers, youth leaders, project 

participants and volunteers – discussed their views of the relevance of remembrance for the 

development of a European identity, the long-term impact of international learning activities for young 

people, and the connections of past events to present developments in policy and to present armed 

conflicts. One of the statements: “In my opinion, dealing with history and remembrance gives a voice 

to victims and helps to preserve their stories, which builds empathy across generations. It also 

creates awareness of the roots and consequences of conflict. In an ideal case, it teaches us how 

conflict is avoided early on." 

 

All visitors were invited to use the EU survey for their feedback. Afterwards, the visitors were invited 

to explore the exhibition and podcast themselves and to discuss the results with the project 

participants. The project participants welcomed the visitors at the roll-ups of the project they had 

taken part in where they explained visitors the process of creation, the choice of pictures, and gave 

deeper insight in their experiences and visits throughout the youth exchanges. This ensured also 

cross-generational dialogue. 

 

The exhibition opening in Ysselsteyn reached youths from the main target group and visitors of other 

generations. The exhibition and podcast were presented successfully while involving the visitors 

actively. Both the relevance of remembrance culture for a European identity as the role of intercultural 

events for young people and their active involvement in remembrance activities were highlighted and 

promoted. The event supported the visitors’ sensitivity for the topic and allowed the connection 

between past events and the present. 

 

Sustainability by implementation of additional learning activities 

The implementation of connected educative activities before and after the exhibition opening 

ensured the sustainability of the learning experience and of the exploration of the topic among 

students and elder visitors.  

In the morning before the exhibition opening, the attending school class from Widukund upper school 

had taken part in a module about war dead buried on the German war grave cemetery Ysselsteyn. The 

exploration of biographies allowed them to get to know individual examples between the extremes of 

civil victims over being a follower and being a committed war criminal. They retraced stories of civil 

victims, like a nurse who had died in a bomb attack, of Wehrmacht soldiers, who had been convinced 

by or opposed to the Nazi ideology, and of war criminals. Analysing biographical material allowed the 

students to see if they had a choice to resist the totalitarian regime, if they had been ideologically 

convinced war perpetrators, or if they themselves had been forced to go to war, e.g. as a child soldier. 

After the exploration of sources, they presented their insights at the graves of the dead, followed by a 

discussion about the value of human rights, the threats of totalitarianism and the need even to 

continue to inform about war perpetrators. 
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After the exhibition opening and visit, a guided tour on the war grave cemetery were o<ered to the 

visitors of the event and to the project participants. The guided visit explained the links between the 

topic of the project and the historic site of the war grave cemetery. Special attention was paid to the 

discussions about the place concerning remembrance culture from Dutch and German perspective 

and concerning the representation of victims in the war grave cemetery. The visitors learned about 

the dialogue processes with representants of groups of victims and how the artwork “Gates of 

remembrance” had been realized in order to ensure that groups of victims are integrated and 

represented in this place of remembrance. 

 

Following the opening event, a discussion between the project coordinator and the project 

participants took place to make a first evaluation of the project results. The feedback highlighted both 

that the exhibition and podcast were edited and layouted very professionally, while at the same time 

project participants were aware that text changes and adjustments had to be made during the editing 

process in order to ensure a good guidance of the reader and listener. Still, they identified a lot with 

the outcome.  

As there were so far no pedagogic approaches to explore the exhibition and podcast, a brainstorming 

activity was held among the project participants to share ideas on how youth groups could explore 

the exhibition and podcast interactively. They suggested group work activities, activities with a strong 

peer learning character, research questions to allow to gain more background knowledge, e.g. on 

international law or on memorial institutions, to include digital learning, and to take closer looks at 

persons presented in the exhibition. The ideas were to be considered in the development of 

accompanying pedagogic o<ers by the project coordinator. 

 

The exhibition remained at the visitors’ center in Ysselsteyn until May 8, 2026. Student and adult 

groups and individual visitors could explore the exhibition during their visit of the visitors’ centre and 

the German war grave cemetery.  

 

Follow-up measures 

The English version of the exhibition and the podcast will be presented at the Closing Forum in 

Ysselsteyn from July 22 to 24, 2026. Project participants, multipliers and participants that join for the 

first time will discuss and evaluate it and invent new activities around the exhibition and podcast that 

will be integrated into the dissemination process. 

 

From August 4 to 11, the exhibition will be integrated into the programme of an international youth 

encounter organized by Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge in Berlin. Youths from the target 

group from di<erent countries will explore it and will use the group work module that has been 
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developed after the exhibition opening in Ysselsteyn and before the exhibition opening in Berlin. They 

will be invited to give their returns on their learning experiences. 

 

In October 2026, the exhibition will be shown for a month at the European youth education center 

Magdeburg. This educational institution welcomes international youth groups for seminars and 

exchanges. This will be another measure to increase the outreach of the exhibition and podcast, and 

to highlight the benefit of young Europeans acting as creators of content for their peers. 

 

Achievements 

The exhibition opening event in Ysselsteyn ensured the promotion of the exhibition and podcast 

among a diverse, multigenerational target group. The event put into focus the highly sensitive topic of 

remembrance of war crimes. It increased sensitivity among visitors for the influence of the past until 

today, and allowed to draw parallels between the past and the future. The opening event was held by 

the project participants themselves, increasing the peer guiding e<ect and the active participation of 

young people. The variety of elements ensured active involvement of the visitors and allowed project 

participants to take a stand publicly. The guidance of the visitors by the project participants allowed 

dialogue between visitors of di<erent generations and the creators, and made the e<orts visible that 

the project participants had done for the realization of exhibition and podcast. 

Additional educative measures increased the learning e<ect and the exploration of the topic among 

all generations present.  

 

Youth-Driven Outputs 

The exhibition and podcast were presented as a result of the creative work of young people. The 

project participants designed and led the exhibition opening event. A youth volunteer of the 

youth education center Ysselsteyn developed an actionbound rallye as digital, interactive 

learning activity to connect the exhibition with the site. The project participants developed 

ideas for learning activities for young people that were to be integrated in the design of modules. 

They evaluated the design of the exhibition and podcast. 

 

Impact 

The implementation of the work package resulted in an increased awareness about the topic of war 

crimes, about the relevance to integrate them in remembrance culture in order to not forget the 

victims and to detect discrimination, exclusion and historical falsification in the present, and about 

the role of remembrance culture and transparent dealing with the past for a unified European identity. 

The presentation furthermore put into focus the benefit of international projects and international 

cooperation, for young people and beyond, for the ability to overcome prejudices and to take diversity 

and di<erent perspectives as an enrichment. Many representants of the target group were reached, 
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while at the same time visitors of elder generations could emphasize that the topic remains up to 

date. 

 

The center role of the project participants in the opening event supported their self-understanding as 

creators, as peer-guides and as active citizens who to take a stand for European values. They were 

o<ered the experience to speak to an international audience and to share their views and opinions. 

This active involvement was a role model to the young generation in the audience and made visible to 

the visitors of elder generations that the young generation is to be integrated in societal processes 

equally.  

 

The additional activities o<ered, learning modules and guided visits, ensured a sustainable learning 

e<ect and allowed to integrate into the curriculum of the exhibition another historic place as a local 

example for the topic of war crimes and remembrance. The planned follow-up activities will ensure 

an ongoing examination of the topic within the target group. 

 

Pictures 

The project 

participants present 

the mentimeter 

survey. First reactions 

are visible on the 

screen. 
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The project participants show their presentation with background information on the project. 

Visitors of di=erent generations are visible in the audience. 
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The volunteer of the youth education center presents the actionbound developed as learning 

module for the exploration of the exhibition. 
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The Actionbound presentation and the audience seen from the back of the visitors’ centre. 
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The project participants and the 

volunteer at the guided 

discussion on their engagement 

against forgetting. 

 

The project participants 
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Students in dialogue with project participants who share their experiences during the youth 

exchange in Slovenia. 
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Visit of the exhibition and dialogue between visitors and project participants; visitor 

listening to the podcast. 
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Guided visits at the war grave cemetery after the end of the opening event for visitors and project 

participants. 

 


