Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

Reporting Work package 9: Presentation of the exhibition in Berlin, Germany

Responsible organisation: Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgraberfirsorge e. V.

Title of Work Package: Presentation of the exhibition in Berlin, Germany

Place of event: Wolfgang-Amadeus-Mozart-Schule Berlin, Cottbusser Str. 23, 12627
Berlin

Date (from-to): May 20, 2026 until June 19, 2026

Overview of the Work Package Objectives

A multilingual travelling exhibition, developed throughout the youth exchanges and edited by an
editor, was created to stimulate further engagement of young people with the topic. The exhibition
was to be presented to a wider audience and to reach 80-100 young people (mostly from Germany) at
an opening event in Berlin, accompanied by related activities, such as discussions and workshops.
The young participants were to be invited to take over or accompany the presentation as toimplement
the peer-to-peer approach. The exhibition was to be accessible for a longer period after the event and
was then to be shown at other locations in Germany. Other objectives were accompanying activities
to deepen the examination of the topic.

Implementation

The objectives of this work package were implemented by Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgraberfursorge
e. V. Among the organisations’ network of collaborating schools, Wolfgang-Amadeus-Mozart Schule,
a middle school in Berlin-Hellersdorf, was chosen to host the exhibition opening event on May 20,
2026, addressing 92 students of 9" and 10" grade between 15 and 16 years of age. The student body
included a high rate of students of multicultural background and different citizenships. The exhibition
and the 90 minutes opening event were related to the student’s current curricula in history and policy
and allowed to deepen first insights into the topics of war crimes and international law.

Activities delivered

The exhibition opening event started with an introduction to the project and the topic. From the
beginning, the attending students and their teachers were integrated actively. They were asked to
discuss in small groups with each other where they come across the topic of war crimes in their
everyday life, which reasons cause war crimes, why they regard the remembrance of war crimes as
important, and how the remembrance of war crimes is related to European identity. The inclusion of
the teachers in this interactive dialogue reinforced the dialogue between generations. After every
discussion round, ideas and hypothesis were shared with the plenum. The next phase prepared the
interactive exploration of the exhibition. The students were explained the different projects that had
taken place and the specific topics each of them dealt with through a presentation. The young
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participants could be seen during the development phase of the exhibition and podcast, and the
working processes were explained to the students.

In the final phase of the opening event, the students and their teachers were asked to make pairs to
explore one chapter of the exhibition together. This allowed on one hand to distribute the group among
the whole exhibition, respecting that there was not enough time to explore the whole exhibition during
the opening event, and on the other hand to make the exploration interactive and evoking dialogue
and reflection. Every pair was given a card with a question on a certain chapter. After the lecture of
the chapter, students were asked to recapitulate, to discuss a topic related to the chapter, to listen to
the podcast series or to link it with their personal experiences, the history of their family or with
present events. Specific attention was drawn to the statements of the young participants included in
the exhibition and students were asked to take a stand.

As final step, the pairs were asked to search other pairs that had explored the same chapter and to
share with each other what they had found out. The students were afterwards asked about their first
impression and could give a statement in the plenum. At the end of the opening event, it was
explained to them that the opening event was foreseen to be an introduction that would be followed
by a deeper exploration within their classes.

The opening event successfully introduced the exhibition and podcast to the target group. Beyond the
exploration, it was highlighted to the young people that Volksbund together with his partners
continuously supports the involvement of young people in educational projects on history and
European values that are put into practice by youth leaders.

The exhibition afterwards remained at the school for five weeks. Students and visitors from the school
community could explore the whole exhibition. The school was provided with a group work module
for the deeper exploration of the exhibition that had been developed based on ideas of the young
participants and with input by the teachers. It was applied by several classes during the exhibition
period. The module strengthens the peer learning character because it makes students experts for
one chapter and asks them to mix in expert groups to share their knowledge with each other. In order
to highlight the role of women, one chapter of the module is dedicated to the Slovenian resistance
fighter Slava Klavora.

Expanding outreach in before and follow-up events

Before the exhibition opening event, the Against forgetting project, the exhibition and podcast were
successfully promoted to a wide and international audience from 15 countries at the Histoday on May
7 and 8 in Berlin hosted by EVZ foundation. The congress participants could access the project,
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exhibition and podcast in an exhibition space that was accessible on both event days. The project
was integrated digitally in the EVZ online learning academy.

One class from Wolfgang-Amadeus-Mozart-Schule integrated the exhibition and podcast into their
preparation for a memorial site tour to France on events in WW | and Il. Another class deepened the
exploration of consequences of war crimes and on the memory to WWII victims of persecution in two
project days on remembrance culture guided by the local Volksbund section in Berlin. The activity
included a guided visit of a memorial Plétzensee on 8" June in Berlin. The students explored war
crimes on persecuted people through the method of individualization and used the actionbound
application to work with biographical documents.

At the weekend after the exhibition opening in Berlin, from May 22" to 25™, the exhibition and podcast
were introduced by project participants to volunteers and youth participants of Volksbund Deutsche
Kriegsgraberflrsorge during their network meeting in Darmstadt. Beyond the exploration, it was
examined during an activity on youth participation in educational projects. The young participants
shared their experiences with the youth network. They analyzed the youth driven output of the
exhibition and the podcast with the meeting participants and discussed ideas on further promotion
and follow-up projects, which will help shape the programme of the Closing Forum in Ysselsteyn and
ensure the influence of the young participants on the further development of the project.

Following the exhibition period at Wolfgang-Amadeus-Mozart school Berlin, the exhibition was
presented at a high school for communication, IT, design and media (OSZ KIM, Osloer Str. 23-26,
13359 Berlin) from June 22" to July 8, 2026, and the school was provided with the group work method
as well that was especially put into practice on two project days on 6" and 7™ July.

In September 2026, the exhibition will be shown at Emil Fischer upper school in Euskirchen, where
the exploration will be linked with local memorial places of war crimes of National Socialists. In
November 2026, the municipality of Syke in lower saxony will show the exhibition in the town hall for
the whole month, as a special activity related to remembrance Sunday (Volkstrauertag), where it will
address not only students, but visitors of all ages. These activities will ensure the sustainability of the
project results and increase the outreach of exhibition and podcast.

Achievements

The exhibition opening event in Berlin ensured the promotion of the exhibition and podcast among
the target group and successfully drew their attention to the highly sensitive topic of remembrance of
war crimes, and of the influence of the past untiltoday. Beyond their classroom space, they discussed
topics relevant for the living together in societies, particularly in diverse societies. The method of
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exploration in pairs ensured a low-level approach starting from the position where the young visitors
were at. Through the interactive exploration, they were allowed to deal with historic topics either new
to them or even related to their family history, to reflect on opinions of the young participants and to
connect historical events to the development of the European Union and its aims.

Youth-Driven Outputs
e The interactive discussion in the beginning of the opening event immediately put the
participants into an active role
¢ The exploration in pairs and the group work exploration were developed based on ideas
and feedback from the young participants and were successfully put into practice
¢ Both methods discuss the viewpoints of the young participants in the exhibition (“voices
of young participants”) and in the podcast

Impact

The work package achieved resonance within the target group as foreseen from the project
application. Young people were allowed to confront the subject of remembrance of atrocities in a
wide range of historical examples, increasing the resonance within the students present, as many of
them came from families with a migration background that is even linked to the topics described in
the exhibition, particularly the wars in Yugoslavia, while the history of Nazi Germany is less present in
their families. History was individualized by describing especially the role of women in resistance in
Slovenia, or the ongoing consequences of the Srebrenica genocide to families who could still not bury
their family member. Young people were shown furthermore that there are international educative
projects addressing them and allowing them to become creators instead of only learners and
recipients.

The deeper examination that took place after the opening event within school classes allowed the
students the experience of acting as an expert for a certain chapter and sharing their expertise with
others, increasing the peer-guiding effect. Excursions reinforced the connection of the topic with
local places of remembrance in Berlin or with places of remembrance abroad and thus increased the
students’ sensitivity and awareness of the topic and for its presence in public space.

The integration into the programme of the youth network meeting in Darmstadt initiated further
discussion on possibilities for young volunteers and project participants to act as ambassadors for
the exhibition and podcast, and to think about future perspectives on youth-driven educational
activities on remembrance of war crimes and reinforcement of European identity.

The planned follow-up displays in Euskirchen and Syke will contribute to the sustainability of the
project outcomes even after the official end of the project.
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The educational modules will be published online on the project website in order to allow youth
networks, multipliers and educators to work interactively with the exhibition and to link it to current
political discussions.

Pictures

n.b. Wolfgang-Amadeus-Mozart-School doesn’t allow that pictures of their students are published
on the internet. That is why they are only published in the reporting version uploaded to SYGMA.
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