Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

Reporting Workpackage 12: Exhibition opening in Hungary

Responsible organisation: ZACHOR ALAPITVANY A TARSADALMI EMLEKEZETERT
Title of Work Package: Presentation of the exhibition in Hungary

Place of event: Gyula, Hungary, Erkel Ferenc High School

Date (from-to): 2026. 04. 17. - 2026. 05. 08.

Overview of the Work Package Objectives

The primary objective of this work package was to translate the collaborative outputs of the
international youth encounters into a high-impact local touring exhibition. Grounded in the
framework of the project ‘Against Forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe’, the initiative aimed
to foster a multi-perspective understanding of European history and remembrance culture among
young people.

By utilizing peer-to-peer and intergenerational educational approaches, the work package sought to
develop participants' European competence, raise awareness regarding various forms of structural
discrimination (whether based on religion, race, gender, or culture), and empower youth to actively
advocate for democratic values and peace as young ambassadors.

Implementation

The implementation of this work package by Zachor seamlessly combined an impactful public
memorial event with decentralized, grassroots classroom education. Strategically timed to coincide
with the Memorial Day for the Hungarian Victims of the Holocaust, the exhibition was launched at the
Erkel Ferenc High School in Gyula.

Instead of treating the exhibition as a static display, the implementation model integrated artistic
student performances, official framing by the Zachor Foundation, and interactive workshops.
Following the launch, the exhibition entered an extended three-week run inside the school,
maximizing local exposure and ensuring deep, continuous engagement across multiple student
cohorts.

Activities Delivered

The work package successfully executed a sequence of interconnected public and educational
activities:

e Main Opening Event & Commemorative Program (17.04.2026): Organized in remembrance

of the Holocaust victims, this event attracted 99 student participants. The ceremony included

opening remarks by Anna Weinberger from the Zachor Foundation, a saxophone performance
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by Gergé Csokmei, and curated poetry/prose recitations of works by Attila Bartis, Istvan
Orkény, Janos Pilinszky, and Istvan Vas delivered by students from the Erkel Ferenc High
School.

e Structured Group Visits & Educational Workshops (Post-Opening): A series of target-group
workshops were conducted after the opening ceremony for several school classes. During the
structured group workshops, students were not passive consumers of information. After an
initial guided viewing of the roll-ups, participants were tasked with a critical-thinking exercise:
formulating three deeply reflective or analytical questions based on the exhibition content.
The student-generated questions were then brought to a group setting where they formed the
baseline of the workshop's debate. Students evaluated the historical narratives collectively,
analysing how past mechanisms of discrimination manifest in the present day. The
workshops explicitly integrated an intergenerational framework where students and teachers
shared ideas and debated the varying ways different generations experience, process, and
inherit historical trauma and wartime responsibility.

o Peer-to-Peer Knowledge Multiplication: Peer learning was anchored by student Doman
Nacsa, a graduating senior who had participated in the project’s Budapest exchange program
the previous summer. Acting as a peer educator, he shared firsthand insights regarding the
collaborative development of the exhibition panels and the international scope of the project.
By hearing from a peer rather than an adult authority figure, the student audience was
motivated to view themselves as active stakeholders and future Youth Ambassadors capable
of shaping community memory.

o Extended Exhibition & Autonomous Multimedia Learning (2026.04.17. — 05.08.): The
physical exhibition roll-ups were displayed in the school’s high-traffic common areas for three
weeks, serving as an open-access educational hub for hundreds of students and visitors. To
caterto diverse learning styles, the physical roll-ups featured integrated QR codes. This digital
method allowed students to independently use their smartphones to access the project’s
multilingual podcast series on Spotify and extended sources created by the participants,
facilitating self-paced, inclusive digital learning in multiple languages.

e The exhibition will be integrated in educative activities in the new school year from the
end of August/beginning of September 2026, to ensure its outreach and the exploration
of the topic.

Outcomes and Achievements
The work package successfully stimulated a profound multi-perspective view of Europe's past. By

confronting the complex history of the Holocaust and the Against forgetting exhibition, the youth
internalised the crucial implications of history on the present and future.
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Participants demonstrated an increased capacity to recognize discrimination and express solidarity
with marginalized groups. The collaborative nature of the workshops strengthened the students'
sense of community, positioning Europe as a shared project of peace and values.

Youth-Driven Outputs

e Student-Formulated Questions & Discussions: A collection of critical, reflective questions
drafted by the students focusing on historical memory, human rights, and modern civic duty.

e Peer-Led Project Onboarding: Direct peer mentorship led by exchange students to guide
classmates through the international podcast and digital learning infrastructure.

e Youth-Curated Artistic Performance: A student-led artistic program linking musical and
literary heritage to historical remembrance.

Impact

o Quantitative Metrics: The work package directly engaged 99 students during the opening
ceremony and later additional students in intensive educational workshops. Over the
subsequent 3 weeks, the exhibition reached hundreds of student viewers within the
institution.

e Media and Visibility: The event achieved local visibility and multiplication via coverage in the
newspaper Gyulai Hirlap. Full compliance with EU funding visibility rules was maintained,
with the CERV logo and written/verbal credit explicitly incorporated across all physical roll-
ups, digital podcasts, and public presentations.

e Long-Term Legacy: Long-term sustainability is guaranteed through the digital availability of
the exhibition materials and podcasts via the QR codes, which remain open-access.
Furthermore, the interactive methodology developed for this work package has been
documented as a best-practice model to be integrated into the school’s history and civic
education curricula for future academic terms.

Video report about the event in Hungarian: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKIY-WfQuOg

Link for further pictures: https://www.gyulaihirlap.hu/42495-a-zachor-alapitvany-volksbund-

Pictures of the memorial event:
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Exhibition opening event, 2026.04.17., Erkel Ferenc High School, Gyula, Hungary

Exhibition opening event (poetry/prose recitations delivered by students), 2026.04.17., Erkel
Ferenc High School, Gyula, Hungary
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Doman Nacsa (participant of the Budapest exchange program) sharing his experiences and
firsthand insights regarding the development of the exhibition, the accompanying podcast and
the broader scope of the program, Erkel Ferenc High School, Gyula, Hungary
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Laszlé Kiss, Ambassador of the Zachor Foundation and teacher at Erkel Ferenc High School,
giving a speech at the opening exhibition, Erkel Ferenc High School, Gyula, Hungary

Saxophone performance by Gergé Csokmei, Opening event, Erkel Ferenc High School, Gyula,
Hungary
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Anna Weinberger, representing the Zachor Foundation at the opening event of the exhibition,

Erkel Ferenc High School, Gyula, Hungary
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Students participate in one of the workshops, Erkel Ferenc High School, Gyula, Hungary
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