Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

Reporting Workpackage 14: Presentation of the exhibition in France

Responsible organisation: Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgraberfirsorge e. V.
Title of Work Package: Presentation of the exhibition in France

Place of event: Centre de rencontre international Albert Schweitzer, 17 Rue du
Cimetiére Militaire, 67110 Niederbronn-les-Bains, France

Date (from-to): April 24, 2026 until July 3rd, 2026

Overview of the Work Package Objectives

The contributions from the youth encounters of the Against forgetting project that took place in 2025
were to be designed and produced by a professional editor in the form of a multilingual travelling
exhibition and published in seven languages. The exhibition in France was to reach around 50 visitors
mainly from France, to support engagement with and discussion of the results of the youth
encounters. The participants of the youth exchanges were to be invited to take over oraccompany the
presentation. The exhibition was to made accessible to visitors for a longer period after the exhibition
opening. Afterwards, it should be shown at other locations. In addition to the exhibition opening
event, activities related to the topic of the exhibition, such as lectures followed by guided discussions
and workshops for young visitors were to be realised. The results of the workshops and discussions
were to be integrated in the dissemination process. The exhibition and podcast were to be made
accessible online.

Implementation

The results of the youth exchanges by the young participants for the exhibition and podcast had been
collected and edited by a professional editor and sound designer under guidance of the project
coordinator. The exhibition was published in all language versions in March 2026 on the project
website www.against-forgetting.eu, alongside with the podcast. Each of the partners was responsible
for finalizing the printed version of the exhibition for his country in the respective language version.

The exhibition opening event in France was organized by Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgraberflrsorge e.
V. on 24" April 2026 in the late afternoon at the international youth education center Albert Schweitzer
in Niederbronn-les-Bains. The event welcomed two student groups of 8" and 9" grade from France
and Germany (Collége Jacques Ellul, Bordeaux, and Gerhart Hauptmann upper school, Berlin) who
stayed at the center for a binational encounter and study visit, as well as guests from the local area,
representatives of the friends’ association of the education center, and project participants. In total,
69 persons attended the opening event, including different generations. The event was held in French
and German. With the programme, all visitors were invited to use the EU survey for their feedback.

Partners: Sponsor:

R Co-funded by
ZACHOR _ £ & .
ZACHOR) gt ) = S U the European Union

y N
I\

It
VOLKSBUND

ESTABUISHED 1994



Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

Activities delivered

The exhibition opening event was designed and realized by seven project participants from France
and Germany. They had been invited by Volksbund, and their travel and stay had been organized by
the project coordinator.

After an opening address by the director of the international youth education center Niederbronn-les-
Bains, Joélle Winter, the project participants introduced the Against forgetting project to the audience
both in French and German. They informed the guests about the aims of the project and the different
activities with a bilingual presentation. The project presentation focused on key facts of the project,
as the objective, the funding by the CERV programme, the explanation of the youth exchanges and the
different topics that were displayed in the exhibition. Afterwards, the project participants invited the
audience to a dialogue. Visitors asked questions on experiences in the international youth groups, on
the organisation of the creative process of the preparation of exhibition and podcast, on the
realization of the international exchange despite of language barriers and on the personal benefits
the participants had taken out of the projects. The elder representatives showed much interest and
appreciation for the engagement of the participants. The students present were informed about
international educative activities in the future as the final conference and were encouraged to
become involved in extracurricular projects on history and remembrance themselves.

The presentation was followed by a presentation of artworks and by a performance of the French and
German student group. Three days before the exhibition opening, they had done a workshop
programme with local artists allowing them to proceed their insights on the topic remembrance of
war crimes, on the prevention of hatred and consequences of war in a creative way. They presented
paperworks, results from stone carving, a stop motion movie and performed slam and sung poetry.
The stop motion movies put into focus female participants to reinforce their representation.

After the performance, the visitors were invited to visit the exhibition and to listen to the podcast
under guidance of the project participants. They took a position next to the exhibition posters of the
project they had attended and gave the visitors more background information and a deeper insight on
their learning outcomes and experiences. As well, they shared experiences with the students.

Outcome

The exhibition opening event reached youths from the main target group and visitors of other
generations. The exhibition and podcast were presented successfully while involving the visitors
actively by dialogue. The focus was clearly on the young people present and their engagement. The
relevance of remembering past atrocities in a European remembrance culture and the effect of
intercultural learning for youth and the necessity of their active involvement in remembrance
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activities were promoted. The event supported the visitors’ sensitivity for the topic. It allowed to draw
parallels between past events and the present and to detect history’s influence on the present.

The artwork presentation of the French and German students made them not only part of the
audience of the opening but an active part of the event. This programme point enriched the opening
event and showed the immediate resonance of the exhibition and the topic of war crimes and their
remembrance on the young people of the student exchange group. The artistic results — pictures of
reconciliation, a carved stone message, a stop motion movie, slam and sung poetry — allowed to
retrace the learning insights that the student group had had during their stay at the youth education
centre on the topic on remembrance of war crimes, and on prevention of discrimination and armed
conflictin the future.

Sustainability by implementation of additional learning activities

The implementation of connected educative activities before and after the exhibition opening
ensured the sustainability of the learning experience and of the exploration of the topic among
students and visitors.

Three days before the opening event, the students of the binational school exchange had already
gotten a first insight to the contents of the exhibition and started with a basic exploration of the
definition of war crimes, of international law and its institutions. They had explored the German war
grave cemetery at Niederbronn-les-Bains and had worked on biographies of people buried there. This
learning activity confronted them with the consequences of war, dehumanizing ideology and
totalitarianism, as well as with the different levels of engagement for the National socialist policy
between the poles of resistance and ideological conviction.

Afterwards, two artists held a creative workshop day with the students. They worked in 4 workshops
on: stop-motion film, stone carving, images of reconciliation, and slam poetry/sung poetry.

In the Stop-motion workshop the students created a stop-motion film based on their experiences
over the previous days and the various sessions on the theme of war crimes. The plan is to publish
the film on the project page once the question of image rights has been clarified.

A workshop on images of reconciliation was guided by a visual artist. He first introduced the students
to the concept of ‘images of reconciliation’. They then worked on quotes and/or reflections on war,
war crimes or peace, which they subsequently expressed visually through personalised ‘miniature’
images of reconciliation. These were presented and exhibited during the opening event.
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Athird workshop took place on stone carving. After spending some time familiarising themselves with
the materials, the stone and basic carving techniques, the participants created a collective artwork.
The aim was for the individual pieces to complement one another so that, when placed end to end,
they would form a single work. The motifs of the engravings were based on letters, forming words
relating to the day’s theme.

In a workshop on slam/sung poetry, the students worked on texts provided by the facilitator, which
they then expanded upon with their own reflections. This was followed by diction training to bring
these words to life. The poetry was then read or performed during the opening ceremony.

The exhibition remained installed at the German War Grave Cemetery Niederbronn-les-Bains until
July 32026 in order to allow school groups attending the education center and individual visitors the
exploration. The podcast transcripts in different languages and the translated versions of the
exhibition were highlighted with small displays as to reduce language barriers for the visitors, as the
center welcomes guests from different countries.

Student groups that attended study visits at the youth education centrer included the exploration of
the exhibition and podcast in their programmes.

Follow-up measures

The French version of the exhibition and the podcast will be presented during internal and public
events of the French partner organization Les Francas during September 2026 and at the youth center
in Avignon, Croix des Oiseaux, that hosted the youth exchange on Camp des Milles in 2025, in autumn
2026. These activities will ensure the outreach and promotion of the exhibition and podcast.

Achievements

The exhibition opening event in Niederbronn-les-Bains supported successfully the promotion of the
Against forgetting exhibition and podcast among a multigenerational group. The visitors’ sensitivity
for the influence of history on the present and the relevance of the topic of remembrance of past
atrocities and of equal representation of different victim groups were raised. The attendants were
allowed to draw parallels between the past and the future. The project participants took over
guidance of the event successfully, increasing the peer learning effect. The integration of young
people from the audience was achieved by involving them with their artwork presentation. The
creative results showed a profound resonance of the topic. The urge to keep on remembering war
crimes was conveyed to the visitors as an up-to-date issue and in a lively form. The guidance of the
visitors by the project participants allowed dialogue between visitors of different generations and the
creators of the exhibition and podcast. Additional educative measures for the student group and the
accessibility of exhibition and podcast at the educational center after the exhibition opening
increased the outreach of the project.
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Youth-Driven Outputs

The exhibition and podcast as result of the creative work of young people were shown to more visitors
than expected. The project participants developed the programme of the event and led the audience
through the exhibition opening event. The student group attending the center in the week of the
exhibition opening was integrated successfully and was given the opportunity to create sustainable
artworks on the topic remembrance of war crimes and on the importance of reconciliation, ensuring
a sustainable learning outcome and a visible resonance of the exploration of the topic.

Impact

The work package implementation helped to raise the sensitivity for the topic of war crimes among
different generations. Visitors of elder generations got a lively impression of the societal and cross-
cultural engagement of the young generation.

The implementation of the work package highlighted the role of remembrance culture, of active
engagement and transparency over past humanrights violations for a unified European identity. It put
into focus the relevance to integrate them in remembrance culture as to ensure that victims are not
forgotten and to ensure their equal representation, to detect historical falsification and
discrimination in the present and to prevent ongoing discrimination and exclusion. The exhibition
opening event made clearly visible the benefits and preventive character of intercultural learning and
international cooperation.

Youth involvement was clearly in the focus in the opening event. The guidance by the project
participants supported their self-understanding as creators, as peer-guides and as active European
citizens. They were offered the experience to speak to an international audience and to share their
views and opinions. This active involvement was a role model both to the students and to visitors of
elder generations, underlining that the young generation must be integrated in societal processes
equally to adult generations. The student group that made part of the audience was integrated into
the programme and could show a direct resonance of dealing with the topic with the presentation of
their artworks.

The additional activities offered to the student group ensured that context learning was given. The
planned follow-up activities will ensure an increased outreach of the topic within and beyond the
target group.

Pictures
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The exhibition opening took place in the court of the youth education centre Albert Schweitzer
in Niederbronn-les-Bains.

The project participants from France and Germany at the project presentation.
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The exhibition was installed in the court for the exhibition opening and the German translation

was provided in the smaller displays.
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exchange group created a message in stone work.
They were guided by a stone carving artist.

Partners: Sponsor:

Co-funded by

[zAckoR) les Francas 200l o the European Union

YOUTH
pETe—— =5 E:,ﬂg:,sa.mm. WV, e
REMEMBRANCE in Wroctaw OF SLOVENIA

T o Assoaumon
MUZEJ [EDUCATION BUILDS
‘ NARDDNE 'BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
= Jowwioniax VOLKSBUND
MARIBOR Cameinsam fiir don Frieden,

ESTABUISHED 1994



Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

Partners:

ZACHOR

FOUNDATIGN FOR SOCIAL
REMEMBRANCE

AN

leg Faamcar

>

ASSOCIATION
EDUCATION BUILDS.
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
JOVAN DIVIAK

ESTABUISHED 1994

- e 0008 oo
College YOUTH
of Eastern Europe coumciL

Some examples of the paperwork workshop
where the students created “pictures of
reconciliation”
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Reconciliation de guerre.mp4 &
Datei Ansicht Hilfe
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Scenes from the stop motion movie over consequences of war and the need of reconciliation
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The exhibition was installed in the remembrance hall at the war grave cemetery alongside with
the German translations.
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