Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

Reporting Work package 11: Exhibition opening in Poland

Responsible organisation: KOLEGIUM EUROPY WSCHODNIEJ IM.JANANOWAKA-
JEZIORANSKIEGO WE WROCLAWIU

Title of Work Package: Presentation of the exhibition, Poland

Place of event: Krakéw, Poland (Rynek Gtéwny 34, Patac Spiski)

Date (from-to): 27/04/2026

Overview of the Workpackage Objectives

The contributions from the encounters, where participants worked on war crimes of the 20th
century, perpetrators, biographies of victims and witnesses, were to be presented by a
professional editor in the form of a multilingual travelling exhibition. The exhibition was to be
presented to a wider audience and to reach 80-100 young people (mostly from Poland) at an
opening event in Poland accompanied by related activities, such as discussions and
workshops. The exhibition was to stimulate further engagement of young people with the
topic in workshops and lectures also by promoting the podcast produced during the project
and other specific activities of the partners. In accompanying activities (Workshops,
Discussions, Lectures), the young people's perspectives will serve as a stimulus for
(intergenerational) exchange. A peer-to-peer approach will be used in the presentation of the
exhibition and in the workshops, thereby deepening the personal engagement of the
participants of the encounter and reaching more young people. Via Websites and social
media, the exhibition will be accessible in digital form to a wider public.

Implementation

The exhibition opening was implemented by KOLEGIUM EUROPY WSCHODNIE)
IM.JANANOWAKA-JEZIORANSKIEGO WE WROCLAWIU (College of Eastern Europe) on 27th
April 2026 and mainly created by the project participants Arkadiusz Zajgc and .Amelia
Rudzka. The main goal was to take the results of the youth encounters — the "Against
Forgetting" exhibition and the podcast that had been edited and published before —and make
them relevant to a local audience. Instead of a standard, static event, we wanted the
exhibition opening to be a space where people talked to each other — across generations
and backgrounds. We paired academic insights with hands-on cultural workshops to ensure
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it wasn't just a "look and leave" event, but to create a peer-to-peer learning experience. We
aimed to present the history of the postwar deportations in Poland on April 27, as on the
following day, April 28th, was the 79th anniversary of the beginning of the Operation Vistula.
It was also important for us to invite people from the Ukrainian community in Krakéw, as
many of them had to leave their home to escape from the consequences of the Russian war
against Ukraine. This sad context showed that the war crimes and crimes against humanity
still affect societies today.

The implementation integrated long-standing partnerships with the Jagiellonian University’s
Ukrainian Philology Department and the DUSZA ensemble. By addressing the "ldentity as a
Project" international student conference that took place parallel, we ensured that the work
done by our future youth ambassadors reached young professionals and academics who are
currently shaping the discourse on memory and heritage at the European universities.

In total, 127 persons from five countries could be reached, with 120 participants from
Poland.

Activities Delivered

We delivered a high-energy, five-hour program that moved from academic discussion,
presentation of the exhibition and podcasts to the cultural activities and networking:

The Intro (19:00): The project participants Amelia Rudzka and Arkadiusz Zajac introduced to
the audience the Against Forgetting project, its objectives and activities, and their own work
on the exhibition and podcast.

The Lecture (19:20): Prof. Ljudmila Popovi¢ had been invited to speak about the role of
language in constructing the national identity by focusing on the language policy in former
Yugoslavia and contemporary Serbia. This created the academic context to the war in Bosnia
and Hercegovina and the chapter of the exhibition and the podcast that were dedicated to
the topic of the war crimes committed by Serbs on Bosniaks.

Networking (20:30): The attendants of the event were invited to see the exhibition, to listen to
the podcasts, and to step into dialogue with the present project participants. Students,
teachers, and other invited guests discussed the exhibition and podcasts in an informal
setting and were provided a catering to support the open atmosphere of the event.

The Workshop (21:00): As in the youth exchange, the music of the deported people was

integrated into the programme, as an active in integrative element for all visitors that allowed
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to build a community and to grow empathy with the victims. The DUSZA ensemble led a
singing and dancing session to keep alive the cultural heritage of deported Ukrainians.
Monika Bywalec, Réza Dyl, Kalina Kaliszczak, Emilia Jedlinska-Jung, and Juliusz Meyer from
the DUSZA/OYLWIA ensemble put the activity into practice. It was the youth-driven output, as
the three leaders of the workshop were also the participants of the youth encounterin Poland
as a part of the Against Forgetting programme. In addition, traditional clothing gave a visual
impression of the Ukrainian patterns. Participants learned "Hylia hylia bili kusy," a song from
Hrebenne, a village whose inhabitants were victims of deportation that is by some historians
and lawyers qualified as a crime against humanity.

Outcomes and Achievements

The Against forgetting project and the youth driven results of exhibition and podcast were
successfully introduced to the visitors of the exhibition opening event. The programme was
created by participants of the project and the frame setting helped to support dialogue
between the visitors of different generations and backgrounds. Visitors were thus actively
involved, especially by the singing and dancing activity. The realwin was seeing the emotional
shiftin the room. Participants didn't just learn about history; they had an opportunity to learn
the intangible cultural heritage of the people who were deported to Soviet Union and
northwestern Poland in the postwar period. This was a proof that the whole project was very
valuable and surely worked “against forgetting” the culture of the people who were deported
from the Nadsanie region.

Besides participants of the Against Forgetting Programmes, their invited friends and family
members, our invitation was accepted also by the history teacher from Katowice, Anna
Skiendziel. Together with her high school students she joined the Peace Conference in Berlin
in May 2025 where she held a workshop on women as underrepresented group in history, and
she took part with her students in the youth exchange in Budapest in July 2025:
https://www.facebook.com/ania.skiendziel/posts/pfbid0es16pJGPKPhVbrENNnnSb7K9Dt6n
ZGKX91NiStoswec5T4QAucHtpRPRcQSyHSe|GL As she could not bring her students to the
exhibition opening (they live in another town - Katowice), she made the photos of the
exhibition and sent them to her school students.

Cooperation with network partners created positive synergies, while the inclusion of
neighbouring topics as language policy and construction of identity broadened the scope of
reflection about diversity and the protection of human rights.
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Youth-Driven Outputs

e Peer Curation: The exhibition wasn't presented by "experts" but by the participants of
the Against Forgetting programme who created it and were serving as guides for their
invited guests.

e Digital Engagement: participants used the on-site QR codes to listen to the podcasts
or see the exhibition in other language versions. We also added the gqr code with the
documentation connected to the topic of the Youth exchange in Poland.

e Participants’ engagement: The accompanying conference was organized by the
participants of the Against forgetting project with the patronage of the College of
Eastern Europe.

Impact

The exhibition opening event titled "Ukrainian Evening" resonated very widely: By the
numbers: We hit 127 participants (well over our target of 80), with 66.9% being women, three
who signed the participation list as non-binary individuals, and inhabitants of five different
countries.

Institutional Presence: The attendance of dr hab. Katarzyna Kotyriska, Head of the Ukrainian
Studies Department at UJ, gave the project significant academic weight.

Media & Reach: Our newsletter hit 3,958 subscribers in Krakéw, mostly the representatives
of the NGO’s and academia. The event was covered by the student UJOT FM radio, whose
reporter interviewed participants on-site.

Strategic inclusivity: Calling it a "Ukrainian Evening" was a deliberate choice. It made the
event more inviting to the local refugee community.

The printed exhibition was launched successfully to a wide audience and is at disposal to be
presented at other institutions in the aftermath, e. g. at the Ukrainian House in Przemysl.
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Photo documentation of the exhibition opening

1. Collecting the signatures on the participation list

1. Theintroduction about the Against Forgetting Programme, the exhibition and
podcast by Amelia Rudzka and Arkadiusz Zajac

Partners: Sponsors:

R Co-funded by
ZACHOR * y
ZACHOR) gt 3 = S SO the European Union

Mn

VOLKSBUND




Against forgetting — For Peace and Solidarity in Europe
Project Number: 101196148

2. The lecture and discussion by Prof. Ljudmila Popovi¢
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4. Participants of the Against Forgetting Programme present the exhibition to their
friends at the opening
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